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IT is with a mixture of pleaſure and pain that I come 

forth, at this time, to pay that tribute which is due 
from me to the memory of the deceaſed. 

When ſhe converſed with her huſband relative t to her 
funeral, and how ſhe wiſhed to have all things con- 
ducted (which ſhe did with the greateſt calmnels 

and compolure), he aſked her if there was any par- 
ticular paſſage of ſcripture that ſhe wiſhed ſhould be 
taken for her funeral fermon ? To which ſhe replied, 
that there were none at preſent particularly impreſſed. 
upon her mind for that purpole, As the queſlion 
was not put again, no text was given. | 

The paſſage which I intend to ſpeak from on this oc- 
cation was mentioned by her, during her illneſs, with 
3 emphaſis and apparent ſatisfaction. And we 
have reaſon to believe that if ſhe had given any 
text to have been ſpoken from, it would have been 
no other. 

The paſſage alluded to you will find cond in the 
Second Epiſtle of Paul to Tizortuy, iv. 7, 8: 


« I have fought a good fight; 7 have fniſted my courſe, 
I have kept the faith, Henceforth there is laid up for 
me a crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the right- 
eous Judge, fall give me at that day : and not to me 
0 but unto all them aye that love his 1 


THEN the 1 wrote theſe words he was in 
a very awful ſituation ; and, in his apprehen- 
ſion of things, ſtanding, as it were, betwixt both 
worlds, and Juft on the brink” of eternity, It does not 


'S: 


appear, that the apoſtle was at this time under ſentence 


of death: he was only a priſoner at Rome, as you may 


ſee in chapter i. 8, But it is certain, that he had a 

 ftrong rn prefſcon upon his mind, that his death was not 
far auſtant. . And, under the liens of. this impreſ- 
hon, he ſays, in verſe 6, „Jam now ready to be of- 


fered, and the time of my departure i is at hand,” In 


this ſituation; he is employed in reflecting upon the paſt, 
and taking a ſurvey of the future, The reſult of the in- 
quiry we have in the text“ I have fought a good 
figlit,“ &c.—In which words we may obſerve, 
* mY excellent + which the apoſtle was ciubled 
toa 
IT. What his views and expectations were with re- 
gard to a future ſtate.— 1 ſhall then, 
III. Improve the ſubjctt by applying it to the occa- 
fon of our preſent meeting. 
I. We are to conſider the excellent part which the 
apoſtle had acted. 
1. He had fought d good fight. We are here to con- 


ccive of the chriſtian life as a military life. Every real 


chriſtian is a ſoldier of jeſus Chriſt : he is enliſted to 
ght under the banner of the Son of God: © to fight 


| the good fight of faith, and lay hold on eternal lite,” 
(I Tim. vi. 12) and the apoſtle exhorts his ſon Timo- 
thy to * endure hardneſs as a good foldrer of Jeſus 
Chriſt,” that he might thereby be prepared to fight 
the battles of the Lord courageouſly, quit himſelf like 


a man „(1 Cor. xvi. 1) and put to flight the armies of the 
aliens, Not like thoſe cowards who flee in the heat of 


action, and leave the battle to the ſtrong; but like the 
intrepid ſoldier, who, determined to carry victory in 
his favour at 40“ events, ruſhes on to the conqueſt, nor 
ſtops till he has put his Hool upon the necks of his ene- 
mies. 


The enemies with which the chriſtian has to grap- 
ple are numerous and powerful. He wreſtles not only 


« againſt fleſh and blood,“ but alſo * againſt princt- 


palities, againſt powers, againſt the rulers of the dark- 
neſs of this world, againſt ſpiritual wickednels 1 in high 
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laces.” —(Eph. vi. 12. The deeds of the 6567 mut 
be mortified : the old man, with his deeds, muſt be 
wholly put off: every corrupt affection muſt be fub- 
dued; and every unholy deſire ſanctified. And, in 
order that this may be accompliſhed, the greateſt watch- 


fulneſs and diligence is neceſſary on the part of the 
chriſtian. He muſt watch every emotion of his heart 


with the moſt jealous attention, and be diligent in the 


uſe of the means of grace; that, in the uſe thereof, he 
may receive that grace from the Lord, whereby he 
ſhell be able to“ cleanſe himſelf from all filthineſs of 
the fleſh and the ſpirit, perfecting holineſs in the fear 


of the Lord,”''—{2 Cor. vii. 1. Many are the repre- 


lentations which the ſcriptures give us of the chriſti- 
an's {piritual and inviſible adverſary, He is compare d 


to © a roaring hon,”?—{1 Pet, v. 8)—and * a great 
red dragon,” fed (Rev. x11, 3) to denote his power and 


ſtrength, and his bloody cruelty againſt the pcople of 
God. He. is called “ a ſerpent, (Rev. x11. 9 
expreſs his wiſdom and ſubtlety, which he makes uie 
of to deceive the unwary and unwatchful chriſttat. 


This being the caſe, it will be the wiſdom of the 


chriſtian ſoldier always to be upon his guard; and tw 
be well acquainted with the devices of Satan, left the 


adverſary ſhould come upon him in an unguarded 
hour. The chriſtian has nothing to expect from this 


quarter but every effort, on the part of the n in 


order to his dadruftion. 


He is ſtyled in ſcripture“ the Devil; PAL Pet. v. B. 
und, agreeable to this, * the accuſer of the brethren:“ 

—{Rev. X11, 4 eee accules the brethren to God, as 
in the caſe of Job, Ile had the efirontery to tell the 


Almig! aty, that if he would cut off all the cx pectations 


of his ſervant with regard to the enjoyments of this 
world, he would curſe him to his face. — Job i. 11. — 
Ha:often accuſes the brethren to each other ; and does 
en he can to ſet them at variance, that they may 
bite and devour one another,” and be * conſumed 
of another,” (Gal. v. 15.) He is always ready to 
ad the n prodigil to han c Jer, My lotet: 
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4 volt à great ſinner you have been:“ by repreſenting 
to the ey2 of his mind, his numberlefs tranſgreſſions, 
and the egoravating eta that attended the 
commilion of bis crimes; his finning againſt light and 
knowlege; agoinſt the greateſt love; egainſt the draw- 
ins of the f ſpirit, the remönſtraners of Ponicience: and 
the warn! ings of providence. This the accuſer doe x 
not with a view to lead the EY reſſed penitent to the 
Redeemer for dolivorance : _ that he may diMonour 
his God by uphelief, and avandon himfelf to hopeleſs 
deſpair. But let the returning ſinner remember, that 


— 44 — 4 


St art 65 sa m irderer and 2 lar from theo beginning. 0 


{ Joh. Vi, 44.) That the Ged of truth hes pro- 


̃ nounced the mourner bleſſed, and has promiſed that 
they ſhzll he comfor ted! — This comfort may be nearer 
the diftreſfed foul than 15 is aware of. Wecping 
my endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morn- 
ing. Ne | 

"The world always has been, and 18 t. Il a potent ene- 
my to the chriſtian, Worldly men are not, cannot be 
the real friends of the Redeemer, his intereſt, or his 
people: for © the carnal mind,” in whomſorver it is 


found, © is enmity againſt God.“ (Rom. vin, 7.) Some 


of theſe, it is true, manifeſt an apparent attachment to 
Chriſt, and fr iendſhip to his cauſe and people; but we 

are ſare it cannot be real and diſintereſted. Such friend- 

ſhip does no good in the end to the cauſe of Chriſt, 
but is often productive of the moſt baneful conſequences. 
The chriſtian is in greater danger from the ſmilis of the 
world, than from its frowns, The frowns of the world 
often operate as a powerful f/imulus to duty, and drives 
the chriſtian cloſer to his God: while the {miles of the 
world act as an op1ate, weakens devotion, lulls the active 

powers of the ſoul to ſleep, and ſteals. the heart from 


z0d, Ye foldiers of Chriſt, be upon your guard, 


watching unto prayer! | .You are ſurre unded with ene— 
mies who ſeck your deſtr auction! But look to Chriſt, 
the captain of your ſolvation }' ' (Heb. li. 10.) 558 


as he has conquered all his enemies, “ triumphing 
over them ii his croſs, 2 (Col. ii. 15+ . he will enable | 
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1 you alto to ſubdue an your enemies, and bring you off 
„ more than conquerors,” (Rom. viii. 37.) for his 
2 name's lake. | 
— Go up with Chriſt your head, 
2 L our Captain's footſteps fee : 
„5 Follow your Captain, and be led 
© To certain victory.“ 
La 8 | 
$ * Chriſt, as our great captain and leader, has pro- 
t vided a ſufficiency of armour to equip the chriſtian 
b {oldier for his ſpiritual conſlit, Paul, when ſpeaking 
of this armour, obſerves, (2 Cor. x. 4, 5) that © the 
t weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty, 
r through God, to the pulling down of ſtrong holds : 
7 caſting down imaginations, and every high thing that 
. exalteth itſelf againſt the knowledge. as God; and 
bringing into captivity every thought | to the obedience 
> of Chriſt.” And, when he writes to the Epheſians, 
© [VL 4k, 1.3 .) he. exhorts them to © put on the whole 
8 armour of God, that they might be able to ſtand in the 
$ evil day againſt the wiles of the devil,” In the fol- 
3 lowing verſes, he gives us a particular deſcription. of 
3 this armour, and recommends ſome parts of it in pre- 
3 | ference to others: © Stand, therefore,” ſays he, © hav- 


ing your loins girt about with truth, and having on 
the breaſt- plate of righteouineſs, and your feet ſhod 
with the preparation of the goſpel of pezce ; above all, 
0 taking the ſhield of faich, wherewith ye ſhall be able 

1 FY to queach all the fery N of the w. cked. Aud take 
$ 

0 


the helmet of falvation, and the {word of the Ipirit. 
which is the word of God': praying always, with alt. 
i prayer and lupplicatic n in the ſpirit, an Werching 
1 4 thercunto with all perieverance and jupplication for 
= all faints,” If the chriſtian is but Prop. thy equipped | 
— = in this armour, and can handle its parts wet!, he will 
4 | be more than a match for all the powers of hell. But 
E it muſt be remembered, that there is no armour. for 
the back fo that, if the chriſtian is diſpoſed to turn 
coward, he will ſoon bs fulled by hi enemoi, bi 


TY WS. 


mutt. keep his face towards them, and not be 
afraid of their faces ; for the Lord hes promiſed to be 
with. him to deliver him. { Jer. i. 6.) This ſpiritual 
conflict muſt be maintained fo long as the chriſtian is 
in this world: for although he may entirely ſubdue 
and conquer the fleſh, while he is yet a probationer ; 

yet, ſtill, the world and Satan will renew their attacks. 

however unſucceſsful, with redoubled violence and 
lometimes it Happens, that the laft effort which Satan 
makes againſt the ſoul is the firongeſt. This being the 


caſe, © let not 12 1 that girdeth on his harneſs boaſt | 


himſelf as he that putterh it of: (1 Kin. xx. +1.) it is 
time enough for the chriſtian to ſhout “ Victory!“ 
in the fulleſt ſenſe of the word, when ““ mortality 18 
{wallowed up of life.“ 
The apoſtle calls this conflict © a od fight.“ It is 
in the cauſe of a gracious and good God, who is gocd 
and loving to every man, and whoſe tender mercies are 
over all his works.“ {Pf, cxlv. 9.) It is in the cauſe 
of truth and bolinefs: it is a conflict maintained 
againſt the enemies of our Lord and his kingdom; and 
is in order to eternal life.“ (1 Tim. vi. 12.) The apoſtle 
could look back upon his paſt conduct, and fry, I 
have fought a pk fight,” At that time he was jaft 
about to obtain a compleat victory over all his enemies. 
2. © He had finiſhed his course. Here he repreſents 
the life of a chriſtian under the idea of a race. Allu- 


ion is here had to the Olympic games in which differ- 


ent perſons ran in a race, and the foremoſt obtained 
the prize, The apoſtle, when wr iting to the Corinthi- 
ans, (I. ix. 24.) refers to this, where he ſays, know ye 

not that they Which run in a race, run all, but one 
receiveth the prize?“ Therefore every one will exert 
himlelf to the uttermoſt, and ſtrain every nerve that 
he may be firft, and ſo gain the prize. © So run,“ ſays 
He, „that ye may Ry” If men could ſtrive and 
exert themſelves to hich a degree, in order to obtain a 


oh corruptible creen: —ſfhall not the chriſtian be as 
much in _exrnejt, and-give ad diligence to ſecure that 
crown Which. * incorruptible,” and which fadeth not 
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away 24 1, therefoie, fo: ren,” feys the apoſtle; « «not 
as un certainly for not only one out of the many that 


run ſhall receive the crown; but all thoſe who run 


well ſhall be crowned with laurels, 

The Lord bath marked out the path in which the 
chriſtian racer is to run: it is the way of holineſs, the 
way of God's commandments. + thought on my 
ways,” ſays the pſalmiſt, and turned my feet | unto 
thy teſtimonies.” (Pf. cxix. 59.) It was not an id 
taſk for him to run in the ways of God's command 
ments, but rather the delight of his ſoul : for he ſays, 
« I have rejoiced 1 in the way of thy teſtimonies as much 
as in all riches.” (ver. 14.) And again, (ver. 24), thy 
teſtimonies are my delight,” Happy are they whole 
feet are turned into the ways of God's commandments 
who have been previoufly exerciſed with ſorrow of 
heart, for their numerous tranſgreſſions of the divine 
law; who have obtained remiſſion of fin, through be- 
lieving on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and who are now- 
running the race ſet before them ; © laying aſide every 
weiylit, and the fin which doth fo eafily beſet them.“ 
(Heb. xii. 1.) They may expect to meet with oppo- 
ſition from various quarters; from profeſſed enemies and 
fretended friends: and they muſt not think it ſtrange, 
if thoſe who are eh of their fleſh, and bone of their 
bone, ſhould oppoſe them. The Redecmer himfelf has 
told us, faying, + I am not come to ſend peace, but & 
ſword. I am come to ſet a man at variance againſt his 
father, and the daughter againſt her mother, and the 
daughter-in-law againſt her mother-in-law ; and a man's 
foes ſhall be they of his own houſchold.“ (Mat. x. | 
35-6.) Thoſe who are of the world, wi afaredly 
pp oe thoſe who are of God : for one is influenced. 
ty a ſpirit from beneath, and the other by a ſpirit from 


above. But thoſe who are running for eternal life muſt 


not be diſcouraged : but imitate the example of Paul, 
where he ſays, I preſs toward the mark, for the prize of 
the high calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus :* (Phil. iii. 14.) 
They muſt beware of the conduct of the ſooliſh Gala- 
tians, they did once run well, but were hindered, (Gal. v. J.] 
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If a crowd of difficulties be in the way, they WT 


preſs through them all (as many of you prefſed thro? the. 


crowd this night to get into this place) looking to Jeſus 
who is the author till he become the ſniſter of their 
faith. So ſhall they be able to ſay, with the apoſtle, 
when about to leave the world, 7 have, finiſhed my 
courſe, 

. had kept the faith. lt is probable he here 
refers to the doctrine of faith in general; but in parti- 
cular to the doctrine of the atonement, or ſatisfaction of 
Chriſt to divine juſtice, for the ſins of the world : ; and 
the doctrine of juſtification by fauh in Chriſt crucified, 
Theſe doctrines he had received in the moſt cordial 
manner; and maintained and defended them to the 
uttermoſt of his power. The crojs of Chriſt was his 


glory. „God forbid,” fays he, © that I ſhould glory, | 


fave in the croſs of our Lord Tefus Chriſt, by whom 


the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.” 


(Gal. vi. 14.) Chriſt crucified was the burden of his 
theme; on this ſubject he delighted to dwell. ;“ We,” 
Jays he, ++ preach Chriſt crucified,” (1 Cor, i. 290 And 


he tells the Corinthians, (I. ii. 2.) that while he was 


among them, he determined ro know nothing ſave Jeſus 
Chriſt, and Jia cruciſied. No wonder that the apoſtle 
gloried! in this doctrine, for it is the great foundation 
laid in Zion by the band of God himfelf; upon which 
is intended to be raiſed that ſpiritual building ment1- 
oned by the apoſtle Peter, (1 Pet. ii. 5.) other found- 


ation can no man lay,” ſo as to do it with ſafety to his 
own ſoul, „than that is laid, which is Jeſus Chriſt.” 


(1: Cor. 111. 11.) Thoſe * hold the foundation, and 


Y yet build upon it, through ignorance, dottrines 1 inimi- | 
cal to the ſcriptures (c called, in the word of God, 


wood, hay, and ſtubble) ; although their work ſhalt 
not abide the fiery trial ; "yet they, themſelves, ſhall be 
faved, although with the utter moſt difficulty, even “ ſo 
as by fire,” (ver. 12 and 15.) But as for thoſe who 


utterly reject the foundation, T1 would aſk, how ſhall 
they eſcape (Heb. ii. g.) ſeeing * there remaineth no 


more lacrifice for ius (. $6; * 
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The dofirine of oft Reiten by Rai in Jeſus Chiift 
was much inſiſted on by the apoſtle. He knew well, 
that although men are to be juſtified hy works, in the 
ſight of their follow- creatures, (Jam. if. 24.) and ally 
at the day of judgment; (Mat. x11. 37.) vet a man can 
only be juit:fied, before God, in the hour of converſion, 
by faith alone. Hence the e poſtle labours to prove 
this point, when writing to the Romans, (iii. 20.), 
3 herefore, ſays he, © by the dee eds of the law there 
ſhall no fleſh be juſti ified in his light: for by the law 
is the knowledge of fin,” And again, {ver 28. ) „ there- 
fore we conclude that a man is juſt; ;hed by faith without 
the deeds of the law.” And he, having an 03 pportu- 
nity of addreſſing a large aſſembly of his own people, 
the jews, ſaid unto them, „be it known unto you, 
men and brethren, that through” this man is preached 


unto you the forgiveneſs of fins : and by him all that 


believe are juſtified from all things, from which ye could 
not be juſtified by the law of Moſes.” (Akts xui, 98-9.) 
It appears, then, to have been a ſixt maxim with this 
champion for the faith of Chriſt, that being juſtified 
by faith we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jelus Chriſt.” (Rom. v. 1.) 

Or by © the faith,” we may underſtand the grace of 
fauth,which is a divine principle in the foul, wrought in 
the heart by the ſpirit of God, and 1 iS therefore, in 


2 


is a gracious habit in all thoſe who (ve a trfe of righte- 
onſnefs, © by the faith of the Son of God.“ (Cal. ii. 20.) 
It is that faith by which we believe on Chriſt as our” 
r:nhteouſnefs ; by which we are juſtified and accepted 


in the tight of God. Ey it we are made as certain of 


the reality of ſpiritual and cternal things, as we are of 
our own exiſtence, It is deſcribed by the 2poſtle, as 
1 the ſubſtance of things hoped for, the evidence ef 


_ things not ſeen.” (Heb. xi. 1.) It opens a little 


heaven in the ſoul, and 1s accompanied by a peace and 
joy not to be deſcribed, What Prior ſays of Charity 
AY: with the greateſt Ke be lid of Faitſi— | 


; © Soft Prate he brings 8 ſhe arrives: - 
| She builds our quiet, as ſhe forms our lives; 
| Lays the rough paths of peeviſh Nature even ; 
And opens in each heart a little Maven.” 


This faith works by love to God and man; (Gal. v. 6.) 


it purifies the heart from its natural pollution (Acts x 
9.), and is the victory whereby we overcome the 


world, It is recorded of Stephen, that he was © a 
man full of faith and of the Holy Ghoſt. (Acts vi. 5.) 

Through faith the ancient worthies “ ſubdued king- 
doms, wrought rightcouſnels, obtained promiſes, ſtop- 
ped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of 
fire, eſcaped the edge of the ſword, out of weaknels 
were made ſtrong, waxed valiant in fight, and turned 

to flight the armies of the aliens.“ (Heb. xi. 33-4.) 


Indeed, it would be almoſt endleſs to enumerate the 


advantages of this precious faith, It is attended with 


a conſciouſneſs of the divine prefence, of the divine fa- 
vour for „he that believeth hath the witneſs in 


himſelf: (1 Joh. v. 10.) a divine p&pTUpiR, or teſtimony, 


that he is a id of God or as one has it, by the 


teſtrmony of the ſpirit I mean, an inward im Wehen of 
the foul, whereby the ſpirit of God imme tately and 
direftly witneſſes to my ſpirit that Iam a child of 


God, that Jeſus hath l oved me, and given himſelf for me. 
That all my fins are blotted out, and I, even I, am 


reconciled to God.” Mr. Weley's Sermon on. the 

Witneſs of the Spirit. | This faith the apoſtle had re- 
ceived, he was enabled to keep it to the end ; and was 
now about to reccive the end of his faith the ſalvation 
of his foul,” (1 Pet. i. 9.) Happy are they who, When 
they are about to launch into eie rnity, can ſay, with 


the apoſtle, © I have fought a good fight, I have finiſhed 


my courſe, I have kept the faith | [EL 


II. The next thing to be conſidered i is, the views 
and expectations he had with regard to a future ſtate. 
1. He expected to receive a crown in eternity. This 


| croven 18 , in ſcripture, (Jams 3 i. 12.) * a crown 
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of life ;” and (1 Pet. v. 4.) © a crown of lov: that 
fadeth not away.“ It is promiſed, by God, unto all 
thoſe, who, like the apoſtle, are PR. 6 faithful unto- 
death.“ (Rev. ii. 10.) Their Lord and Maſter is King 
of kings, and Lord of lords.” (xix. 16.) He has many 
crowns upon his own head, (xix. 12.) and many to 
diſpoſe of to thoſe who, by patient continuance in 
well-doing, ſeck for glory, and honor, and immortality, - 
eternal life: they ſhall be glorthed with God in the 
heavenly world, and“ ſhine as the firmament,” yea, 
© as the ſtars, for ever and ever.” ' (Dan. x1, q.) He 
will admit them into his immediate preſence, and ſhew 
them his glory !— Then ſhall their faces ſhine brighter 
than the face of Moſes when he came down from the 
mount, after he had been with God, (Ex. xxxiv. go.) 
They ſhall “ ſhine forth as the ſun in the kingdom of 
their Father; (Mat. x1. 33.) and poſſeſs the king- 
dom prepared for them from the foundation of the 
world, (xxv. 34.) | 

2. The apoſtle calls the crown ch he expeſted, 8 
a crown of righteouſneſs : it was purchaſed for him by 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt : which includes his aftive 
and paſhve obedience ; all that he did and ſuffered as 
the ſaviour and ſubſtitute of mankind. If Chriſt had 
not ſuffered, there would have been no crowns of glory 
for any of Adam s helpleſs race: an angry God would 
have rained upon them ſnares, fire, and brimſtone, and 
an horrible tempeſt ; this would have been the portion. 
of their cup. (PI. xi. 6.) But, oh, amazing love! Jeſus, 
the ererted: 
heaven to earth. He emptied himſelf of al! but, love: 
He became a man of ſorrows and acquainted with 
grief. (If, liii. 3.) He hid not his face from ſpitting— 
he gave his back to the ſmiters, and his cheeks to thoſe 
that plucked off the hair : he is in an agony and 
bloody ſweat in the garden he is bound by his ene- 
mies who came to take him—he is led from one tri- 
bunal to another: he is ſcourged—clothed with a pur- 
ple robe, in derifion—crowned with thorns—ſmitten _ 
with a 2550 on the head—ſentenced to die—led, as 2 


ing Son of the F ather.. came down from _ 
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14 
lamb to the flaughter, bearing his own croſs—he is 
vailed to the accu red tree - me bleeds— his breaſt 
heaves with agony—his father deſerts him—he com- 
plains—he bows his head, and dies.- Thus did our 
Saviour go through the moſt complicated ſcenes of ſor- 
row and diſtreſs, that the crown of righteouſneſs might 
be purchal icd for us, Hence 1t 1s, that that happinets 
and glory, which is deſigned for the righteous in 
heaven, is called the purchaſed poſlefiion.”—- 
(E ph, 1. 14. 

It is called a crown of righteouſneſs, as it will be given 
to none but thole who are righteous, and, as ſuch, are 
prepared for the enjoyment of 1t. Nothing that is 


unclean, nothing that defileth, can enter the gates of 


the Mae Jeruſalem. Without holineſs no man ſhall 
ſee the Lord. (Heb. xii. 14.) The righteouſneſs of 


Chriſt muſt not only be imputed to us for our juſti- 


hcation ; but we muſt alſo have his righteouſneſs im- 


| planted in us; we muſt be cleanſed ſrom all unrighte- 


ouſneſ:—-{1 Joh. i. g9.)—made pure and holy righte- 
ous before God before we are fully prepares to receive 
the crown of righteouſneſs. 

This crown will be given as the reward of righteonC. 
neſs, for every man ſhall be rewarded according to his 
works. (Mat. xvi. 26.) Our bleifed Lord foretold his 
diſciples, that they would meet with much perſecu— 
tion, for his ſake, from an ungodly world ; and en- 
courages them to bear it all with reſignation to the 
divine will. by telling them, that great . be their 
reward in heaven, (Mat. v. 12.) And he encourages 
all thoſe who have it in their power, to do acts of 


kindneſs to his followers ; aſfuring them, thet not a 
cup of water which is given to a difc ple in the name. 
of Chriſt, fhall loſe its reward. (Mark ix. 41. We are 
ſure, that not the l:aft act of charity which is done to 


a believer i in Chriſt, from a proper principle, ſhall paſs 
unnoticed by the Lord. He conſiders it as done to 
himſelf; (Mat. xxv. 40.) and will affurediy reward 


all our works of fauth, and labour of love, at another 


day. 
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whom Peter calls (A'fts x x. 36.) Lord of all.“ 
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The giving of 4 crown wilt be an at of righteou- 


nei on the part of God, He will thereby cvince and 
declare his fai thſulneſs to his Son, who laid down his 
life to purchale this crown; and to the faithful 155. 


lowers of Chriſt, unto whom it is promiſed. He 


truth itſelf, and cannot lie. The many great and pre- 
cious promiſes he has given to the chriſtian, ſhall all 
be accompliſhed in due time. 

g. This crown was laid uþ for the apoſtle; he had not 
as yet got polle effion of it: it Was laid up in heaven, and 
kept in reſerve for him: he was only hr to it: being 


an heir of God, and joint heir with Jelus Chriſt ; 


(Rom. viii. 17.) but Was as ſure of being put into paſ- 
{ſchon of it, as if he had had it already, 


The chriſtian, 


while in this world, enjoys but an earnefl of his future 
inheritance : the full poſſeſſion thereof is reſerved for 
him in heaven, when mortality Mall be ſwallowed up 


of life, 


4. He expełted to receive this crown from the 
Lord, as his righteous judge the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : 
This 
ſame Jeſus ſhall come in the clouds of heaven, at the 
laſt great day, * to be judge both of quick and dead.“ 
(ver. 24.) And, in order that all men ſhould honour 
Jeſus Chriſt as they honour the Father“ the Father 
judgeth no man but hath com mitted all judgment to 
the Son.“ (Joh. v. 22.) The awful period 1 1s drawing 
near, when the Son of Man ſhall come in his glory, 

nd all the holy angels with him ; and then ſhall he fit 
upon the throne of his glory: and before him ſhall be 
gathered all nations,” (Mat, xxv. g1-2.) © We muſt 


all appear beſore the judgment-ſcat of Chriſt,” (2 Cor. 


v. 10.) to undergo the molt ſtrict ſcrutiny at his awe- 
ful bar. The apoſtle looked forward to that period, 
and expected to receive the crown from his judge, as 
one worthy of it; (Rev. iii. 4.) after having gone 
trough the mo/l doſe examination. What 7 muſt | 
this circumſtance refleRt upon the apoſtle ! 

5, The time when he expected to receive this 
crown that day. He my here refer to > the day of 
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| his death. . he expected was near at 04. It is 
_ certain t! at the fouls of thoſe who die in the Land; do 


wmmedeatrly, upon their departure from the body, enter 


into a ſtate of happineſs inſitely ſuperior to any thing 


that is to be enjoyed here, Our bleſſed Saviour told 
the thief upon tbe crols, who bclicved in him, that 


he ſhould be with him in paradiſe that very . 


(Luke xxlii. 49.) And it is beyond a doubt, that the 


happy ſpirits departed, enjoy the preſence of the 


Saviour in a more intimate manner than we can poſſi- 


| bly do in this world, The apoſtle intimates thus much 
when he ſays, that to be abſent from the body is to be 
prefent with the Lord. (2 Cor. v. 8.) But notwith- 
ſtanding this, the compleat crown of glory will not be 
given until the morning of the reſurrect'on, when the 


bodies of the ſaints ſhall be raiſed and Flhioned, like - 


unto Chriſt's glorious body. (Phil. iii. 21.) That 
which is ſown a natural body, ſhall be eld a ſpiritual 
body, (Cor, xv. 44.) and be capatle of enjoyment as 
_ well as the foul : and that which is ſown a mortal body, 


ſhall be raiſed immortal; (ver. 59-4.) and, as ſuch, ca- 
pable of cujoving the happineſs of heaven; for he: 


ame length of time with the ſoul, even to all eternity! 
Thus the chriſtian being complet in fout and body, 


theſe two intimate companions being again united; the 
Jord will give unto him the crown of righteouſneſs, ' 


and he ſhall reign with his God for ever! 
6. The apoſtle was not ſatisfied with the proſpe@ of 


receiving a crown of righteouſneſs himfelf ; but an- 


ticipates, with pleaſure, the giving of thole numberleſs 5 
crqwns to all them alſo who love his appearing : The chriſt» 


ien ſpirit is far from being a ſelfiſh ſpirit : for he not 


only itrives to get to i himſclf, hut wiſhes to 
take all along with him, He knows, that in his Fa- 


_ ther's houſe there are many manſions; and no- 


thing gives him more heart-felt plcaſure, than to ſce 


his fellow-creatures in a fair way to the enjoyment of 


them. With rapturous delight does he look forward 
to that happy period, when the general aſſembly, and 
church of the firſt -born, ſhall x meet in heren. to be : 
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1 n glory and immortality, by the hand of 
their righteous Judge ; and when they, with one con- 
ſent, ſhall caſt their crowns at his feet, being loſt in 
wonder, love, and praiſe ! 

III. I now come to improve the ſubjeR, by applying 
it to the occaſion of our preſent meeting. 
We are met to commemorate the death of one, in 
whom all the relations of wife and mother, and ſiſter | 

in Chriſt, did ſweetly blend, 
She was experimentally acquainted with the pre- 
cious advantages of early piety : having, at an early 


period of her life, dedicated herſelf to God. From a 


child ſhe endeavoured to recommend herſelf to God, 
and man, by an unblameable life and converſation, 


She was of a phariſaical turn of mind till about the 
twenty-fourth year of her age; at which time the 
Lord was pleaſed to convince her of the ſinfulneſs of 
her nature, and the ablolute impoſſibility of recom- 
mending herſelf to God, by any thing ſhe could do, 


ſo long as ſhe continued a ſtranger to a lively faith in 


Jeſus Chriſt, as her Saviour in particular. She was 
Joon after made a happy partaker of that faith ſhe felt 
the want of, and could witneſs a good confeſſion for 
the Lord, that he had yet power upon earth to for- 
give fins. This great change was wrought in her 
mind, by the ſpirit of God, under the miniſtry of 
Mr. Sion s, of Beceles, baptiſt-miniſter, | 
About eighteen years after, ſhe (being a widow, her 
firſt huſband being dead) opened her houſe, for the 
reception of the methodiſt preachers, at Loweſtoft, 
Andi although this ſtep brought a flood of perſecution 
upon her; yet ſhe made it manifeſt to all, that ſhe 
eſteemed the reproach of Chriſt greater riches than all 
the treaſures of Egypt. She was not aſhamed to be 
called a Methodiſt, nor afraid to eſpouſe their cauſe : 
firmly believing, that the cauſe of Methodiſm was the 
cauſe of God. I have every reaſon in the world to 
believe, that ſhe never repented taking this ſtep ; but 
reflected upon it with keart-felt FITY till her ion | 
returned to God that gave it. 
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For the ſpace of thirty-one years ſhe adorned the 
doctrine of God, her Saviour, in connection with the 
Methodiſts ; and was near fifty years experimentally 
acquainted with the power of religion. In the begin- 
ning of her illneſs ſhe did not feel her mind ſo com- 
fortable, nor her faith ſo ſtrong, as ſhe could wiſh : 
but ſhe waited upon the Lord in earneſt, confident ex- 
pectation, that he would finiſh his work in her foul, 
| before he took her out of the world : and her expeQa- 
tions were not cut off, For, on the Friday before ſhe 
1 died, her foul was fully ſet at liberty, and ſhe could 
1 5 rejoice in Chriſt as her nd α i ion. The great work 
was done, and ſhe only waited for the ſignal to bid a 
final adieu to all terreſtrial good. Having obtained 
this glorious deliverance, ſhe ſaid to her huſband, 
„ now, my dear, I have given you all up, and am 
| | delivered from all fear and care! Ho a friend who 
| ſtood by her, ſhe {faid—* I have now turned my back 
| upon the world, and have done with all things here 
below!“ adding I am afraid I am too preſump- 
tuous ! referring to the l rong faith ſhe had in the 
Saviour; and her confident expettation of a glorious 
immortality. She continued to manifeſt the lame fri- 
umphant diſhoſilion as long as ſhe retained the uſe of 
her ſenſes, calmly waiting for the coming of her Lord, 
On the Monday ſollowing ſhe had it much impreſſed 
upon her mind, that on the morrow the great ſepara- 
don would take place. Under the influence of this 
impreſſion, ſhe laid, to the nurſe. who attended her, 
( Nurſe, I expected to have been down ſtairs yeſter- i 
day, b 10. morrow I ſhall be dreſſed in my fiiroud : 
and I have given Mr. Tripp orders, that no pomp, or 
outward fhew, appear at my funeral!“ And, as ſhe | 
ſaid, ſo it was: for on Tueſday noon, ahout hatf after 
one, ſhe fell aſleep, as in the arms of Jeſus, and entered 
into the joy of her Lord llt is worthy of reinark, 
that the very day of her death was the day of her mar- 
_ rage; fo that having lived exactly thirty years with 
her ſurviving huſband, ſhe went to glory to be joined 
nero to her heaventy bridegroom ; and to. enjoy an 
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nion with iat which will be incapable of iifelution 


though ſhe was in the world, yet ſhe livey 
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to the ages of eternity, 


She died on Tueſday the 19th 


_ inſtant, having kept her bed for only five days, in the 
ſeventy-fixth year of her age; ripe in years, in good 


fruit, and ripe for glory. In her the ſurviving hut- 
band has loſt an ee and tender partner; the 
ſociety a. diftingurſhed ornament ; and the preachers a 
ſteady and kind friend. | > 
Many were the exccllencies which ſhone conſpicu- 
ous in her character. She was remarkable for piety 
toward her God; and was often in private, breathing 
out the dofires 5 her ſoul into the boſom of her hea- 
venly Fa This was the ſoil in which her ſoul 
prolpered. It was her conſtant practice to retire into 
{ecret both before and after any public mean of grace: 
4o that her foul was not only prepared to receive the 
good feed of the word of God; but it was alſo w atered 
with the divine ble Ting : which occationed ſuch a 
plentiful crop of good fruit, as was evident in her tife 
and converſation. 
She appeared an utter ſironget to that turbulent 
temper which reigns predominant in the hearts of 


they, 


many; and which occalions ſo much diſtreſs and con- 


fuſion among the fons of men. The meeknels of a 

Moles, ſhone with peculiar luſtre, in all ſhe ſaid and 
did. No angry action, no angry word, nor even an 
angry look, could be diſcovered in her by the 
moſt POOR obſerver ! She conducted herſelf conti- 
naally with an evennefs of temper almoſt peculiar to 


herſelf, Indeed, it may be ſaid of her, with the ſtricteſt. 


propriety, that ſhe was al! that, and more, which 1s 


to he {een in the gentle lamb and the harmleſs dove ! 


She was a happy par aker of that faith which is the 
victory whereby we overcome the world. This world 
had loft all its charms with her: ſhe was crucified to 
the world, and the world was crucihed to her. Al- 
above it. 


Her mind was ſo much engaged and taken up with 
ſpiritur wand celeſtial realities her affettions were ſo 
intenſely ſet upon them, that ſhe had no love to {pare 
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for thoſc trifles of a moment, which paſs, away in the. 
| uſing, and are forgotten, as a dream dics at the open 
ing day.“ She was punctually attentive to the duties 
of relative and fortal liſe, and at once poſſeſſed both 
Martha's hands and Mary's heart, : 

Good-will and affection to all. but in particular to the 
friends of Chriſt. was another ſtriking trait in her character. 
A. man need only poſſeſs the mind that was in Chriſt. to 
recommend him to a place in her benevolent heart. She 
was attentive and obliging, ready and willing to do a 
favour to any one, and to do the meaneſt offices for 
the followers of Chriſt. I verily believe ſhe would 
have efteemed it ap honour to have waſhed his diſci— 
ple's feet. She conſidered herſelf as leſs than the 

| Teaſt of all ſaints, always prefering others to herſelf, 
This led to great diffidence of ſpirit, which ſhe mani- 
feſted throughout the whole of her life, excepting a 
few days previous to her death : then, indeed, her 
faith was ſo ſtrong and triumphant—her expectations 
ſo great her views fo glorious—and her joys ſo full! 
— that ſhe broke over all the bounds of her natural 
timidity and diffidence, and exhibitcd to the view of 
thoſe who ſaw her, the triumphant conqueror over carth ? 
and hell, fin and the grave. 
As ſhe was kind and affeQtionate to hors: "ie | 
thereby ſecured the affection of others to herſelf, Al- 
though ſhe is now dead, ſhe {till lives in the affections 
of all who knew her, If I ſhould be called upon to 
bring proof of the veneration and eſteem of her ſurvi- 
vors, I would only mention the crowds that attended 
her corpſe yeſterday to the place of interment : the 
tears that were ſhed by her afflicted relatives and ſur- 


rounding friends. when duſt wes committed to its du, 


again {—— Behold them ſtepping forward to the mouth 

of her grave, cager to take the {aft look of that coftm 

which concealed from their view one half of the dear 

object of their affection! and, while they are thus 

_ gratifying their debres, their tears of affection mingle 
with the duſt which is to cover her It is with re- 

luance they leave the ſpot, as if unwilling that their 
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friend ſhould be left behind, for a Feaſt to b teddy an 


deſtructive reptiles.—But it is the will of heaven -e 
muſt ſubmit [and we ourſelves muſt ſoon ſhare the 
ſame fate—-for it is appointed for all men to die; and 


it is art mg for any of ns to eſcape the fatal ſtroke! = 


Happy ! happy ſhall it be for us. if we are imitators 
of her piety ; if we follow her, as ſhe followed Chriſt! 
Then ſhall we, with her, prove the truth of that fry- 
ing—* the rightcous ſhall be in everlaſting remem. 
brance ! ”? 1 

From what has "Ta ſaid relative to the charakter of 
the deceaſed, you may eaſily perceive, that the text 
has been realized in her. She has fought a good fight, 
and is more than Conqueror. And although Death 
retains her in his territories for the preſent, yet it is 
but for a little while : the happy period is drawing near 
when death muſt relinquiſh all his conqueſts; and 


when mortality ſhall be ſwallowed up of life. Al- 


though death is the [zf enemy which is to be de- 
ſtroyed, yet his deſtruction in the end is certain. 

She has finiſhed her courſe, and Finiſhed it well. She 
ſtarted fair in the race for eternel liſe, nor turned aſide 
to the right hand, or to the left : wa after a courſe of 
fifty years of the moſt unafſefted pity, ſhe gained the 
prize, and now wears the glori ious wreath 1 in the para- 
diſe of God. | 

She has fo > begs the faith, and from the beginning 


has manifeſted the moſt unſhaken attachment to the 
© Redeemer, his perſon, his doctrine, and his intereſt : 


and having kept the faith, ſhe has received the end 
thereof, the compleat Nane of her ſoul. Her faith 
is now turned into 1 it is loſt 1 in the full enjoy 
ment of its object! | 5 
With reſpe& to the crown of righteouſneſs mentioned © 
in the text, which is laid up for all them that love his 


appearing; this ſhe has already in poſſeſſion. This" 


happineſs i is hers, at leaſt ſo far as the foul is capable 
of enjoying happineſs while in a ſtate of le paration 
from the body. When the body ſhall be raiſed in the 
morning of the reſurrection, and ſoul and body be 


22 


reunited ; then, on that day ſhall the compleat crown 


of righteouſneſs be given to her, and to all them alſo 
who love his appearing: and ſhe with them ſhall reign 


as © kings and prieſts to our God ''—and all, with one 


conlent ſing the © ſong of Moſes and the lamb”'—* unto 


bim who hath loved us, and waſhed us from our fins 


in his own blood,” to him be aſcribed “ 20wer, and 


riches, wiſdom and ſtrength, honour, glory, and bleſ. 
ſing for ever and ever!“ | ak 

1 ſhall now, in concluſion, addreſs myſelf to three 
diſtin& claſſes of people. 5 


1. To the congregation in general. — ou ſee, 


Brethren, what frail mortals we are: we are all bot-' 
dering upon the grave. In vain ſhall we beaſt of our 


health and ſtrength when ſickneſs attacks us; for the 
moſt healthy and robuſt amongſt us ſhall be brought 


low: we know not, but death may be now upon the 


wing for ſome of us—eternity may be juſt at the door 
and, oh! how awful, if death ſhould overtake us 
before we have an intereſt in Chriſt—and before we are 
ready to appear before God! There is no time to delay: 


this very night our ſouls may be required of us! Let 


us, then, apply to a God of mercy with all poſſible 
expedition! He waits to be gracious, and will in 20 
wiſe caſt us out. We have ſpent too much of our 


time already in folly and vanity : it is high time for 


us now to be teking ſome thought for our ſouls, which 


muſt ſoon appear naked ſpirits at the bar of God !-—- 
Let me tell you, for your comfort, that there is a 
fountain opened for ſin, and all uncleannels : it is the 


precious blood of the Son of God, which was ſhed on 
Calvary for the fins of the world. This blood yet re- 

tains its efficacy: it is as able to cleanſe from fin now, 
as it was at the day, the hour, the very moment it was 
ſhed upon the croſs! Repent of all your fins commit- 
ted againſt this God and Saviour! Believe on Chriſt as 
your Saviour, with all your heart, and all your fins ſhall 
be forgiven! He will give you that grace whereby 


you ſh:ll he able to live the life of the 71ghteous—and 


your laſt end ſhall be like his / 


ERIE oe . RS 


ll 


| 23 8 
2. To the Society. My dear friends! The Lord 


has ſeen it meet to moke a breach in your ſociety, She, 
with whom you uſed to take ſweet counſel, is no more / 
In vain do 1 turn to my left to look for her—She is. 
gone—inother fills her place—and the place that once 
knew her, ſhall know her no more for ever This is a 
loud call to you, to be alſo ready Who next ſhall be 
called away 1s uncertain, Let all of you, then, be get- 
ting ready, that, when the Bridegroom ſhall come, you 
may go in with him to the marriage ſupper of the lamb. 
There pain and parting ſhall be no more : you ſhall 
meet your friends again who have departed in the Lord, 
and with them praile God and the Lamb for ever! _ 
To the relations of the deccaſed. My dear, 
alflicted friends! You, no doubt, feel e upon this 
occaſion. Nature ſurely may drop the tr ibutary tear 
without fin: it is written, © Jeſus wept!” But let 
me caution you again{t immoderate forrow, Your dear 
friend, it is true, has left you; but ſhe is gone to a 
better place—ſlie is now with her God 1 What you 
have to do, is to copy her example—follow her, as ſhe 
followed Chriſt ! Could you but take aſide the veil 
which conceals from your view the inviſible world, 
and for a moment behold the happineſs ſhe is a partaker 5 
of—you would ſuppreſs your tears: or, if you wept, 
your tears would be tears of joy — She waits to hai 
you welcome on the peaceful ſhore ! 


— —— 


[| 


Here ſome of the reletives were very much affected, 
Which threw the congregation into diſorder ; and 


74 prevented my proceeding any farther.— Ihe folemn 8 


ſervice of the night was concluded with proyers 


5 aſter having ſung the karin n. | 


= 
1 3 HYMN. 


1. And let this feeble body fail, 

| And let it faint and die; 

8 My foul ſhall quit the mournful vale, 

1 | And foar to worlds on high ; 

q | | Shall join the diſembodied ſaints, 

5 | And find it's long-lought reſt 

[7 | [The only bliſs for which it pants) 
On the Redeemer's breaſt. 


2, © In hope of that immortal crown, 
| I now the croſs ſuſtain; | 
And gladly wander up and down, 
And ſmile at toil and pain: 
1 ſuffer-on my threeſcore years, 
Till my Deliverer come, | 
And wipe away his ſervant's tears, 
And take his cxile home. 


3. O, what hath Jeſus bought for me — 
Before my raviſh'd eyes 
| Rivers of life-divine I ſee, 
And trees of paradile : 
I ſee a world of ſpirits, bright, 
Who taſte the pleaſures there! ' 
They all are rob'd in ſpotleſs white, 
And conquering palms they bear, 


4. O, what are all my ſufferings here 

Ik, Lord, thou count me meet 

With that enraptur'd hoſt t' appear, 
| | And worſhip at thy feet |! | 
| a Give j joy, or grief; give caſe, or pains 
3 Take life or friends away: | 

But let me find them all again 
In that eternal day!“ 


— 
* — 


— 


THE ENB. 
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